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Eternity

Time of the Images
(Fotografia Europea – Reggio Emilia, 30th April /3rd May 2009)

Exhibitions until 7th June

Is it possible to capture the heart of time in a photograph, reaching out and touching eternity? This and other suggestive questions are debated in the fourth edition of Fotografia Europea, running from 30th April to 7th June 2009 in Reggio Emilia. Promoted by the Municipality of Reggio Emilia in cooperation with the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities – PARC  General Directorate for the quality and protection of the landscape, architecture and contemporary art, the Emilia Romagna Region, the Province of Reggio Emilia, the Chamber of Commerce of Reggio Emilia, the Cassa di Risparmio Pietro Manodori Foundation, the key theme of this international event is eternity. Eternity pursued, narrated and dreamt of through a journey running through more than two hundred exhibition spaces, with the contribution of great photographers and critics from the sector and with the intervention – during the opening days, from Thursday 30th April to Sunday 3rd May – of authoritative guests from the worlds of art, science and culture. This year too, the central nucleus of the event will be managed by art critic Elio Grazioli, with the support of many components of the Italian and European intellectual scene, including Laura Serani,  Gabi Scardi, Madeleine Millot-Durrenberger, Melina Mulas, Giovanna Calvenzi,  Adriana Polveroni, Paola Borgonzoni Ghirri, Daniele De Luigi, Antonello Frongia. 
THE OPENING EVENTS

The inauguration of the exhibitions is accompanied by a busy calendar of events, from Thursday 30th April to Sunday 3rd May. From lectio magistralis, workshops, readings, screenings, video installations, meetings, entertainment and concerts, Fotografia Europea 2009 brings together authoritative members of the national and international artistic and intellectual world to debate the subject of eternity and tell it in their own words. In a conference, like that of the Germanist and literary critic Claudio Magris, the art critic Jean-Christophe Bailly, the philosopher Remo Bodei and the geneticist Edoardo Boncinelli; in a performance, by DJ Benny Benassi in this historical Piazza San Prospero in Reggio Emilia, accompanied by videos made using original materials by the American photographer Allan Tannenbaum; in the readings by the guest authors Grazia Livi, Giorgio Rimondi and Beppe Sebaste; in the music of the song writer Lucio Dalla, star of the muscial event dedicated to his friend Luigi Ghirri; in the performance of the Confessioni  di Sant’Agostino with Alessandro Preziosi and the LaReverdie ensemble; in the Aterballetto performance in the Gattaglio district. 
As part of the unique cooperation with the Rencontres d’Arles, which for years has offered a window for the most innovative trends of world photography, the evenings La Nuit de l’Europe + Walk on the slide show side, coordinated by Laura Serani, offer a poetic itinerary marked by screenings on open air screens and musical performances, to discover the final frontiers of the new photography scene in the countries of the European Union (3 photographs per country, 81 in all, proposed by 27 experts from each of the member states). 
And for the younger audience, worthy of note is the exhibition by the photographer and illustrator Katy Couprie edited by the Cooperativa “Giannino Stoppani” in Bologna – which during the opening events will be accompanied by a range of entertainment initiatives for children also involving the artist herself, as well as the didactic project “Fotografare il tempo”. The time of transformation and the time of the body, a series of expressive laboratories on the language of photography for children from 3 to 14 years old, managed by Reggio Children in collaboration with the Civic Museum.
A full and varied agenda, therefore, this programme is further enriched by portfolio readings, a series of photography, video and graphic workshops, in collaboration with the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia and Inside, and seminars concerning the protection and conservation of the historical and contemporary photographic heritage addressing cultural operators and university students organised by the Photographic library of the Panizzi Library. 
THE EXHIBITIONS

Homages, personal exhibitions, productions and projects. These are the four guiding threads of the exhibitions of Fotografia Europea, open until Sunday 7th June 2009. Their institutional base runs through the most prestigious places of art and culture in the city (San Domenico cloisters, Parmeggiani Gallery, Palazzo Casotti, Spazio Gerra, the Synagogue, the Ariosto Theatre) and from these spread an informal network in the galleries, bars, restaurants, bookshops and cafés to offer visitors a chance to fully immerse themselves in the image, through the works of Italian and international masters, and to debate and exchange opinions, maybe leafing through a book or sipping a coffee. 
Homage to  Josef Sudek

To the unquestioned master of 20th century European photography, the Czech Josef Sudek, a retrospective exhibition – one of the first in Italy – offers a change to capture the magic of an artist who, with the strength of vision went beyond the limits of the body (following an  injury during the First World War, his arm was amputated). 
Famed for his “views of Prague”, Sudek never followed the rules of reportage or the sirens of experimentation, but rather concentrated on the poetry of a still image, on the light which illuminates and captures objects, on the condensation which crystallises them in time (the misting of a damp window is one of the clearest metaphors in his works).

Personal exhibitions

Four personal exhibitions are on show at Fotografia Europea 2009. Franco Vimercati, Balthasar Burkhard, Joan Fontcuberta are three artists dealing with the issue of eternity with different sensitivities and approaches. 
From Vimercati’s objects, on a black background, extrapolated from chronological time and inserted in a different time, abstract and almost metaphysical; to the plasticity of the shapes of Burkhard’s subjects, who taking inspiration from the history of photography and the classic subjects of painting, creates large black and white formats - portraits, life-size exotic animals, virgin forests and metropolitan cities photographed from the open door of a helicopter, alongside the heliographs done in the Atelier in Saint-Prex, Switzerland, and conserved at the Cabinet Cantonal des Estampes in the Jenisch Museum – which generate a dialectic tension with the spaces in which they are exhibited: these are the subjects of the works on show. Passing through Fontcuberta’s neo-technological provocations, this (not only photographer but also) semiologist and linguist proposes his works on the fragmentary image and the utopia of the presumed encyclopedial communication of the Internet. 
An exceptional event is also dedicated to the great French philosopher Jean Baudrillard, critic of the consumer society and theorist of post-modern thought, he died in 2007: the exhibition of more than fifty shots, supported by a selection of texts and a video which illustrate the notion of appearance/disappearance as a peculiar element of its poetry. During the opening days of the event, the exhibition will be accompanied by a performance, directed by his wife Marine Baudrillard and the philosopher and musician Jean-Paul Curnier.

The original productions of the festival

According to the now traditional formula, Fotografia Europea 2009 presents three productions by European artists, called to offer a personal and iconographic interpretation of this edition's key theme.  Maria Papadimitriou, from Greece, chosen by art critic Gabi Scardi for her strong commitment to public art, offers a participatory project, developed over several months in the city and with the city; Elena Arzuffi, artist from Milan, presented by Daniele De Luigi, putting on a special production dedicated to the Gattaglio district; the Swiss Goran Galić and Gian-Reto Gredig show the results of a photographic and video research carried out throughout the municipal territory, curated by Antonello Frongia. At the end of the exhibition, all the works will be purchased by the Municipality of Reggio Emilia, to enhance the city’s artistic heritage. 
The projects

The exhibitions of the fourth edition of the Fotografia Europea concludes with a selection of special photographic research projects. 
The magic of the final photograph, a departing glance and the testament before the final journey, lies at the centre of Fino all'inizio del mondo (Until the start of the world), an installation dedicated to Luigi Ghirri, in which the last photo taken by the artist before his premature death in 1992 is reproposed. Edited by Paola Borgonzoni Ghirri, the installation in the ancient Synagogue is accompanied by a reflection on eternity and the time of the image by Beppe Sebaste, writer and connoisseur of the Ghirri’s works.

Clear Light, a collective tribute to the Dalai Lama, directed by Melina Mulas, Laura Serani and Giovanna Calvenzi, is on the other hand based on the fifty shots designed as a gift for the greatest Buddhist spiritual authority to remember his fifty years of exile from Tibet and signed by as many famous Italian photographers. Each image represents an emblematic step in the creative evolution of the artists and is accompanied by a short text to motivate the choice.  
While the council apartments of Saint Petersburg are at the centre of Kommunalka, the project which earned the photo-reporter Françoise Huguier the “Gran Prix de la ville de Arles 2008” and which is re-proposed in Reggio Emilia, in cooperation with the Rencontres d’Arles and curated by Laura Serani, accompanied by a cinema event dedicated to this French photographer and director, another apartment – represented and dissected on a 1:1 scale – is the star of Stanze by Fabio Sandri. In this work – presented together with the video installation Costruzioni – the artist not only plays with the images but also with the materials and methods used to capture them (the impression of the rooms is done directly on photosensitive paper, on which the videos of Costruzioni are then projected).

This section is completed with Erminia De Luca, Marco Signorini and Luigi Menozzi’s views of nature by (an interior nature, human, organic, for the first; external, wonderful, increasingly far from us, for the second; investigated in the signs which evoke the divine placed in relation with those left by man which in turn remind of the sacred, unchanging, eternal, for the third), Riccardo Varini’s sombre, poetic, almost minimalist images, a reflection through images by Antonio Biasiucci curated by Laura Serani on votive offerings as a synthesis and the essence of human events, a selection curated by Adriana Polveroni of works on large format photographic supports by Giuseppe Pietroniro accompanied by a video installation and created specially for Spazio Gerra, and Ivano Bolondi’s Graffiti Futuri, veritable decontextualisations of architecture, its lines and volumes.

All photos of the works on show are included with the various critical contributions of the curators and the texts of the readings presented by the guest authors – in the catalogue published by Electa and available for the inauguration of the event.

The off circuit and the U-shot competition

Following a tried-and-tested formula, the off circuit runs alongside the twenty institutional exhibitions to animate Reggio Emilia and integrate the photographic image into all areas of the city.  In line with the spirit of this event, which aims to directly involve the public in a reflection on art which also passes through daily life, a new event of this 2009 edition is the U-shot competition (www.u-shot.eu), which from 30th April until 7th June will allow visitors to vote for their own favourite exhibition for the off city circuit and off associations and clubs by text message (the cost of the service depends on the telephone operator and the contract). On the competition website, the public may also upload photos of the city taken during the event, and vote for the most significant on-line; these will then be shown on special screens set up in Piazza Prampolini, the Spazio Gerra and the Indoor Market.
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